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Jus Vitae protests Dem.
fundraising dinner
By Kathy Fox
Forum Editor

Jus
Vitae protested a
Democratic fundraising dinner on
September 21 in Portage.
The principle speaker at the dinner was Senator Gary Hart, and
Congressional candidates Rep.
Peter Visclosky and State Senator
Jim J ontz also attended the dinner.
According to Debra Dubovich,
· president of Jus Vitae, the protest
was not against the Democratic
Party itself. "Many of our
members are Democrats,"
Dubovich said.
"We wanted to protest the official positions of these
candidates," Dubovich said. "We
did not want to target the candidates personally, but we wanted
to focus on their voting records."
The purpose of the law student
group is ''equal protection from
violence for all human beings
young or old, with or without
disabilities.''
Jus Vitae claims that in 1983
Gary Hart voted to "leave babies
virtually unprotected from abortion through pregnancy," and last
year voted several times to fund
non-therapeutic
abortions,
Dubovich said.

By Cindy Coldiron
Forum Staff Writer

Although law school in West Germany is tuition-free and any individual who wishes to enter law
school is admitted, competition for
legal -related positions upon
graduation is just as intense as in
the United States.
Three students in the VU Law
program, Matthias von Beckerath,
Jurgen Ostertag, and Dieter
Waibel, are taking a year off from
their studies at Tubingen Universitat in Tubingen, West Germany,
as part of an exchange program
between Tubingen and Valparaiso.
The students hope that the learning
experience they gain while living
here will increase their future job

The group also claims that
Visclosky voted to continue indirect funding of a Chinese program which includes coerced abortion. Jontz voted against abortion
funding in 1979, but more recently
voted for abortion without parental
consent.
The group claims that all three
legislators have, in their votes,
''failed to protect the weakest and
most helpless members of the
human community."
"We feel this is a very important
issue," Dubovich said. "We
wanted the candidates to reevaluate their positions and look at
the recent cahnges in medicine and
technology and where these
changes are leading us."
The protest was held outside the
Nativity Church in Portage on the
15 foot public right-of-way outside
the church. Approximately 50 people were at the protest, including
some
members
of
the
undergraduate sister group Campus Pro-Life.
Dubovich felt the protest was
successful. "We're not naive
enough to believe the candidates
will change their position just
because 50 people protested a dinner they spoke at, but maybe they
will see it is an important issue and
think twice the next time they vot
on this issue."

opportunities in Germany.
In comparison to the American
educational system, the German
equivalent of your high school lasts
one year longer, and after graduation male students must serve 18
months in the military or civil services, provided that they passed
the physical exams. Upon entry into the university, the student pursues a particular course of study
ranging from medicine and law to
science and foreign languages for
the next five to six year.
Although the entrance requirements to the University are
on an open-admisiion basis, the
real competition for the law student begins when he has to pass a
final exam at the end of five years.
A law student may take this exam

Controversy has arisen over the decision to let undergrads use the law
library for studying. See the editorial on page 2 and story on page 4.

two times, but the passage rate is
only 60 to 70 percent.
After passing this exam, the student attempts to secure a type of
clerking position with a judge to
satisfy the mandatory two year
practical experience requirement.
A second exam follows at the end
of this clerking period and, if the
student passes it, he becomes an
attorney or a judge.
"Becausae the legal job market
is so competitive in West Germany, students often double major
and combine unusual subject concentrations with their study of
law," said Deiter Waibel.
For example, a law student who
majors in an unusual language like
Chinese or who gains experiences
from living in another countrv. in-

creases his job opportunities.
In emphasizing how different the
West German legal system is in
comparison to ours, all three of the
students remarked that in their nation, legal rules did not come from
case law, although case law does
exist.
Instead, the legal rules are formulated by the government so the
development of law progresses
very slowly. For example, until
very recently credit card theft ws
not a legally defined and therefore
punishable crime since the government had not addressed this particular issue yet.
Although the German men all
agreed that the law student here
were bas1cauy me same as m tn~u·
country, they did believe that

American students, in general,
were not as politically aware as
German students.
In addition, they remarked that
they were initially surprised when
they observed several Valparaiso
law students openly challenging
and disagreeing with what the law
professor had said in class. In Germany, the law professors are accorded great authority, so it is difficult to disagree with them in
class for fear of appearing
disrespectful of this authority.
However, the German students
felt that this more personal relationship between the law professors and students was beneficial
since it encourages students to express their opinions.

Don Rice SpeaKs On Cr.im.inal Defense
By Kathy Fox
Forum Editor

ttorney Don Ri e eaks at a lecture sponsored by
ATLA. Rice poke on criminal defense.

On September 25, ATLA sponsored a lecture by Attorney Don Rice,
who spoke to law students about
"Criminal Defense."
Rice, who is a member of ATLA
himself, said he likes "defending people charged with crimes" better than
the phrase "criminal defense." He
said lawyers in this field have to
phil~cally think about defending
people, not criminals, or they will
have difficulty handling very many
criminal cases.
Rice started out as a deputy prosecutor and learned the procedure; of
criminal courts . He said the
attorney's first contact most likely
will be a phone call in the middle of
the night from someone who is sitting
in jail and using his only phone call to
get in truch with his attorney. Or else
it will be the parents or relatives of
the arrested person calling the attorney and wanting the attorney to

get the person out of jail.
The first question that comes to the
defense attorney's mind, Rice said, is
bond and how to get that person out
on bond. The bond can vary a very
small amount on misdemeanors or
nonexistent in capital offenses. Bond
is usually 10 percent, and can be
posted by surety, Rice said.
Often the attornet will talk about
bond with the person who has been
arrested before ever taking the case,
Rice said. Also, the attorney will
often recommend that the client stay
in jail until the attorney can get
before the judge and try to get the
bond reduced, the next morning.
The attorney must then decide
whether he wants the client to testify
at the bond hearing. Often, Rice said,
that is the only way the judge will let
the client out on bond. The judge will
often look at whether the client has a
wife and family to keep him in the
area as well as at the clent's
testimony in determining bond.
Rice said the defense attorney
should advise the client immediately

to speak to no one but the attorney;
otherwise the authorities will probably be writing down everything the
client says which might be very
damaging to the case. And clients
often have a tendency to want to try
to explain what happened and shift
responsibility away from themselves.
'!be criminal defense attorney must
be able to find something human in
the person worth saving, and present
this human side to the jury at the
trial, Rice said. The attorney should
ask himself, "Is this someone I want
to defend'?"
The attorney shruld make sure that
he has no conflict of interest in accepting the client, something that makes
it impossible to defend the client,
before taking on the case.
Rice said the criminal defense attorney has to put his heart and soul
behind defending his client because
that is what the client really needs.
"After all, we're talking about

Riceto6
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Forum Editorial

Some facts on undergrad use of the Law Library
A lot of controversy seems to
have sprung up after the administration decided to let
undergraduates use the law
library. Several important factors
seem to have gotten lost in the shuffle, though.
First, the undergraduates in the
past years were consistently allowed to use the library at the old law
school building. No one complained
too much then. The problem seems
to have arisen this year when only
law students could study in the law
library at the beginning of the
semester, and the undergrads were
allowed in at the middle of the
semester.

Yet, if one wanders around the
library on a typical evening, he
probably won't find more than 50 or
60 people in a library that seats
well over 300 students. And a good
portion of the people there are
undergrads. So, it doesn't appear
that law students would have too
much trouble finding somewhere to
sit and study.
Also, the Ia w students can go to
the undergrad library to study,
even though it might not be as convenient as the Ia w library. And, as
the administration points out,
many undergrads live only a block
or two from the Ia w school. They
want to study in the law library in-

stead of someplace fifteen or twenty minutes a way.
However, many of these
undergrads are not doing any
serious studying while they are in
the law library, since that seems to
be where .the major problem.
Many of them are holding loud
conversations. Others are sitting at
the tables with closed books watching people go in and out of the
library. Still others are wandering
around the library aimlessly. All
this prevents the serious students
from getting much work done or
being able to study effectively.
Quite a few law students have
nowhere else to go to study,

because their roommate drives
them crazy, their apartment
building is too noisy or for other
reasons. The library needs to provide an effective study environment for the law students.
Some way to control the problems of the library needs to be implemented. Perhaps one of the
librarians or one of the students
working at the reserve desk could
walk around the library every half
hour to make sure a serious study
environment for students is
available.
After all, it is the law library and
intended primarily for the use of
the law students.

Dear Third Year:
Dear Third Year,
Don't they ever turn the
heat on in the law school?
The library reminds me of an
icebox. If I wanted to freeze,
I would have gone to law
school in Alaska. Or is this an
attempt by Persyn to freeze
the law students out of the
library so the undergrads will
have plenty of room to study
there?
Signed, Eskimo
Dear Eskimo,
Sorry, the heat doesn't get
turned on until the snow
begins to thaw next spring...
Seriously, if anyone in the administration had to spend
much time in the frrezer ... er,
I mean library, maybe they
would realize it's time to turn
the air conditioning off.
Dear Third Year,
If we're going to have to
put up with undergraduates

being allowea to study in the
law library, can't we at least
require them to be quiet so
law students can get some
studying done? If I wanted
noise, I could go stand outside
the Iaw school and hear the
noise from the fraternities
across the street.
Signed, Bookworm

Dear Bookworm,
You must be one of those
who actually does go the
library to study. Most of the
people I know go there only to
visit their friends or if there's
something on reserve they
absolutely have to read for
their next class. Maybe you
could try studying at home
(unless it's like my apartment, where the books are
piled tip so high I can't find
anyplace to sit down
anymore).
Dear Third Year,
When are we going to get

some comfortable chairs in
the classrooms? These metal
folding chairs are starting to
give me whiplash from sticking in my back. Besides that,
they're as cold as heck.
Signed, Comatose
Dear Comatose,
The new chairs should be in
soon, or so I've heard. Until
then, you might try sitting on
the floor instead. That way,
you won't have to look at the
professor for an entire hour
because the table will be in
your way. This could be a
definite advantage in some
classes (Tax and Property immediately spring to mind).
Dear Third Year,
Are all these fire drills
we've been having recently
going to continue throughout
the school year? I mean, I
don't mind an occasional drill,
but I saw one of the professors set off the fire alarm

just by opening the door between the faculty corridor and
the library upstairs. She said
she "forgot" that opening the
door set off the alarm, but I'm
not sure I believe her,
because she took off running
down the hall when the alarm
went off. Are the professors
trying to test our reaction
time to these drills? If so, I'd
like some time to prepare for
the next test.
Signed, Burned Up
Dear Burned Up
Hopefully, the kinks in the
new law school building are
being worked out. Let's hope
the professors learn how not
to set the alarm off. Mter all,
they're pretty intelligent people, right? Right? (To be continued after Third Year gets
back from this fire drill)

The·Forum
THE FORUM is a student created publication designed to present in an accurate and
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From Career Services
Nancy
Kohlhoff

Our modern language
The first American newspaper was a
rather modest publication of three pages
with a long title. It was called "Public Occurrences, Both Foreign and Domestic." It was
published September 25, 1690, in Boston.
However, it was never published again
because the Governor didn't like it. In those
days what the Governor didn't like had a
relatively short existence.
I am relieved, therefore, to be writing my
opinions today rather than in the good old
days. What I wonder, though, is how my
words will be understood.
Supposedly, language is the means by
which we speak our minds. It's a combination of words, either spoken or printed which
we use to convy messages to each other. It's
the vehicle of communication, a distinctive
vocabulary understood by a definable group
of people. So we assume.
But, what happens when language "breaks
down?" Here is an example of that, which I
dare to share with you. It was passed on to
me by Professor Gromley, who is a collector
and avid reader of the old '"Saturday Evening Post." He also has a marvelous sense of
humor.
''A little old lady planning a camping vacation wrote a letter to a particular campground to inquire about it's toilet facilities.
She could not bring herself to write the word
'toilet,' though, so she finally settled on the
term 'B.C.,' meaning 'bathroom comode.'
"The initials baffled the campground
owner, who showed the letter to the other
campers. They didn't understand, either, un. one of hem suggest~d the woman might
be referring to a Baptist Church. The owner
agreed and wrote his reply:
'Dear Madam: Thank you for your inquiry.
I take pleasure in informing you that the B.C.
is located two miles north of our campground
and seats 250 people. My wife and I go there
quite regularly, but as we grow older, it
seems to be more of an effort, particulary
during cold spells. If you visit our campground, perhaps we could go with you the
first time, sit with you, and introduce you to
the other folks. Ours is a friendly community. Sincerly yours.' "
Oftentimes, language interferes with communication. What we mean and what we say,
or write, can convey entirely different
messages. I recently overheard two third
year students having a very heated discussion. Both were very angry, and neither one
was having much success convincing the.
other. Finally, Bud clenched his fist and hit
Leif on the jaw, knocking him to the ground.
Leif, grabbing for a branch on the way down,
cried out, "Why didn't you plant that one on
me in the first place?" (Of course I made it
up.)
After religion, sex is undoubtedly the subject where language most frequently interferes with communication. Can you think
of another encounter where surrender means
victory? A little boy I once knew looked very
upset when he came to talk to his parents.
"What's the matter?" they asked. "Freddy
just told me how I got here, " he said, "and I
can't believe it. It sounds terrible." His
mother cried, "Oh, no. It isn't terrible at all.
I guess I should tell you what it means."The
little boy looked skeptically at her. "I don't
want to hear anymore about it. Everybody
else was flown in by a stork. Why did I come
througha gleam in my father's eye?"
The big problem with language is that it
changes constantly. One of the vigorous
marks of the English language is that it adds
new words and new shades of meaning. That
is why, for example, different generations
sometimes have trouble understanding each

INTERVIEWING

The fall interview season is in full swing and many 2Ls
and 3Ls still need to get their resumes together for this
purpose. The Career Services Handbook is on reserve in
the library for all of you who still have to complete your
resume. In addition, there are sample resumes
available in Career Services. Please remember to send
a thank you letter to every person with whom you interview -- regardless of whether the interview was conducted on campus or at a law firm.
We have had a few instances where a student has failed to show up for their scheduled on campus interview.
Even though the excuse may seem like a good one,
remeber: 1) another student may have lost an opportunity to interview, and 2) the interviewe is always conscious of the time investment in interviewing and the
billable time they are losing - a "wasted" half hour is
usually remembered. If you find yourself in a situation
where you cannot keep a scheduled interview, please
call Career Services as soon as possible and write a note
of apology to the interviewer at his office- perhaps an
alternative interview will be suggested by the interviewer!
REPORT YOUR JOBS

Please let the Career Services Office know when you
have accepted a job offer for summer or permanent
employment. We must keep our statistics as current and
complete as ,_possible and can only do so with your
assistance. This applies to all students, whether you obtained your position as a result of the on-campus interviewing procedure or whether you obtained your position in some other manner. Good luck in your job hunt!

THE JOB SEARCH

The Career Services Office library is steadily growing
and has resource materials in many areas. There are
national directories of state and federal agencies, anational directory of all corporations with in-house
counsel, a federal summer employment guide, a surv y
of public interest agencies, to name a few. Most of the
resources are listed, by areas of interest, in the
bibliography section of the Career Services Handbook. If
not covered by present resources, we will try to acquire
a resource that will - so please let us know your
geographic preferences and career interests.
If you have an interest in a particular area of law, consider joining that section of the ABA/LSD. One of the
benefits of membership is a particular sections is a
membership list. This list can be an important source of
employers to contact.

other even when they think they are both
speaking the same language. The slang of
one group can be virtually unintelligible to
their language partners. What, for instance,
is life really like in the fast lane? I always
thought the fast lane was for passing trucks
on the highways. Just the other day, someone
told me a yuppie is not a house pet.
Saying what you mean can be difficult
simply because language itself is difficult.
What word, or words, can best express what I
am trying to convey? Someone suggested the
test of your command of language is how well
you can describe a spiral staircase or a
"Playboy" centerfold without using your
hands.
Have you ever had to eat your words? I
~ave to remind myself daily that I cannot
hve b~ bread alone. Language is a fluid and
changing art when I have lost my paints and
brush. Still, I care about language. Why?
Because language is a gift. It is to be
treasured as it is to be utilized. Language is
the privelege of the person and the bequest of
a people.
Say what is on your mind, but watch your
language . (Pa rd on me governor . )
Perhaps ... sometime ... I will tell y~ what I
really mean.
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Law School offers
part-time
classes
By Kathy Fox
Forum Editor

The Law School began offering
part-time classes to eligible students
this year, Kathy Wehling, Assistant
to the Dean, said.
Wehling said that over the years,
the law school has been getting a
number of calls from people who
wanted to go to law school, but who
did not want to give up a full-time
career or a family to do so. The school
finally decided the time was right to
start a part-time program this year.
The part-time program is not a
separate curriculum, Wehling said.
The part-time students still attend
classes during the day, but the
scheduling was worked out so that
the students would attend classes onlyooMooday, Wednesday and Friday
and only from 8:30a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Wehling added that the part-time
students still have to find time to do
their library research assignments
and attend t.a. group meetins as well
as go to class.
Students enrolled in the part-time
program will take five years to get
their J.D. degree instead of the normal three years that it takes full-time
law students to graduate, Wehling
said.
Wehling added that there is a
definite set curriculum for the parttime students. Their first semester,
for example, they take Civil Procedure, Legal Writing and Property.
The part-time students will take five
to ten hours of class per semester.
Wehling said the students had to
have flexible careers in order to fit
the classes in since they have classes
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
mo~ . Bas!call}' the faculty has
~ognized how many people in this
area are interested in going to law
school part-time, Wehling said.
The law school has set the maximum number of students enrolled in
the part-time program to twenty
students in .each year. There are
seven part-time students this year,
and all of them are first years.
Wehling said the part-time
students will not be ranked with
other law students after final exams.
The part-time students go throu
the same admissions process as
law students, but the program ·
designed for those people who hav
not gone to law school before and no
for those who are already full-tim
students.
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Yodavia lectures on polygraph examinations
By Kathy Fox
FanuB Edller

Sgt. Sue Yodavia of the Michigan
City Police Department gave a leetift em '~Examinations" m '
October 2. Yodavia bas been a
polygraph operator for nine years.
Yodavia pointed wt that polygraph
tats have always been surrounded by
CCllltroYersy, and tbere bas even been
federal legislation brought up trying
to outlaw such exams.
"If it didn't work, it would'nt still
be around today, though," Yodavia
said.
SUch exams, Yodavia felt, should
be strictly regulated and the
operators should be licensed, but
these restrictions have never been
enacted as legislation. The effectiveness of the tesf depends on the effectiveness of the operator, and the
operator should have to meet strict
guidelines in order to ensure the effectiveness of the test.
"The polygraph test is not 100 percent effective, but very few things in
life are," Yodavia said. " It can be a
good investigative tool, though. "
Yodavia conducts exams for any

pOOce department in the Michigan City area that needs it Sbe received her
polygraph trainiDg in Chicago, which
included seven weeks of class, an additional one year internship and a
minimum of 150 administered tests
before the polygraph operator can
receive his certificate.
'lbe polygraph test is effective mly
if it is conducted properly, Yodavia
said. For example, she prefers to conduct the test in a soundproof roof so
outside noise does not interfere with
the test.
Before the test is conducted, the
operator should get the person being
examined to sign an agreement to
release the operator from liability so
the operator cannot be sued. The
operator should also advise the person on his rights involving seHincrimination.
Next, Yodavia said, the operator
should get background information,
such as the examinee's medical
history, because some drugs will affeet the outcome of the test.
During the pre-test interview, the
opera tor should try to get a feel for
the person he is testing. The operator
might ask questionS such as who rais-

ed the penm, wton they respect and
similar questions. 'Ibis type of questim also helps tbe operator' detemine
whether the person is trying to be
deceptive.
Before booking the polygraph
machine up, the operator should let
the subject know that if he is hones,
he will be cleared, but if he is
disbones, it will show up on the test.
The operator wants the person concentrating on the questions at band
and not worrying about whether the
test is giving the "right" responses.
Yodavia said Ion questions during
the test are bad because the subject
loses his concentration and the test
loses its effectiveness. The operator
also should not ask trick questions or
questions that do not pertain to the
subject matter of the examination.
The operator will look for changes
in the person's sweat glands, blood
pressure, pulse and breathing, which
will occur if the person is lying. This
stems from the fact that when people
are young, they are taught not to lie,
and they have a fear of being caught
lying. Their body responds when they
are lying, and this shows up on the
polygraph test.

Seminar on government care~rs
By Kathy Fox
Forum Edl&or

On September 26, Career Services

sponsored a seminar on "Careers in
Government. ''
Steve Gerkin was the first speaker.
Gerkin was formerly with the City
Eqpneen Office (j Valparaiso and is
presenUy with Canonie Engineers
dealing with the EPA and law firms
regarding hazardous waste.
Gerkin said his work primarily involves engineering, but the inspectims he cudlcts are (j a legal nature.
He also must prepare easements,
rights-of-way, contracts and other
legal documents for the engineer's office. He also assigns legal addresses
for people who live in the city.
Gerkin said most engineers do not
know very much about what
easements, property lines and other
legal terms really mean, which give
him a definite advantage in his work.
Gerkin said he also wocks on school
law issues and property law issues .
He also works on budgetary and tax
matters and covers a broad range of
legal work in his office.
Cynthia Kambesis, who works with
the Lake .County Department of
Public Welfare, was the second
speaker. Kambesis graduated from
Ball State University with a degree in
criminal justice in 1981 and graduated
from the Valparaiso School of Law in
1984.

Kambesis said the welfare department in Lake County has two fulltime and four part-time attorneys.
Two of the part-time attorneys work
in the juvenile section of the welfare
department and the other two par ttime attorneys work on other duties.
Kambesis said before J uly 1,1986,
the city ran the welfare department,
bu now th state runs all the welfa re
departments, the welfare officials
are till trying tog t used to working
1th
tate officials.
Kambes' said the welfare department i , ued a lot by the Legal SerProgram, which claims the

welfare department is not processing the best interest of the child.
Vaidek also worked in the traffic
applications quickly enough. The
welfare department also handles court dealing with speeding violamany cases where applicants try to tioos, d.u.i. charges and minor misdemeanors. Attorneys who work in the
defraud the department.
The welfare department attorneys traffic court have a very large
8Eo atten:l many administrative hear- caseload and spend most d. their time
ings. These occur when the welfare in court or at plea negotiations.
Vaidek then got transferred to
department denies scmeone's application for welfare and that person asks felony court, where her caseload was
for a hearing. The meetings are somewhat smaller but she dealt with
generally held a t the welfare offices more serious crimes. Vaidek said whe
with an impartial hearing <ff'J.Cer. The got lots (j public recognition by workattorney for the department must ing in tbe felony court, which she feels
present sufficient evidence showing will help her attract clients once she
why the application was denied, goes into private practice. "You're in
the hot seat all the time, though, " she
Kambesis said.
Kambesis said she is in the cour- pointed out.
Vaidek has been with the protroom quite a bit and a lot more than
she thought she would be when ~he secutor's office for six years. She said
began working there. She stated that the compensation is not that good and
she is in court at least three times a the attorneys work in a very small
week, but finds the job very rewar- and limited area of the law, but they
get recognition in the public sector,
ding.
The welfare department also deals which might help them attract clients
with children who are truants or later on.
Vaidek said she spends every day
runaways, and the attorneys often
have to fa.le delinquency petitions. The in crurt, and has learned very quickly.
Andrew Black, who works with the
department has to have child detention hearings within 72 hours of tak- Illinois States Attorney's Office, also
ing a child away from his or her home said he got lots of trial work. He
if the depart;ment has decided to take graduated from the Valpo School of
the child away. The court determines Law, and is already improving his
at these hearings whether tbe depart- trial skills and his knowledge of
ment had probable cause for taking evidence.
Black said he was thrown into the
the child away and also whether the
welfare department should take coortroom right away and started at
the appellate level. The Attorney's ofcharge of the child.
" It takes a lot out of you," fice has about 60 attorneys working at
Kambesis said. " Some days you're the appellate level, which gives the
just exhausted at the end of the day.'' attorney a good basis for starting in
Nancy Vaidek, Chief Deputy Pro- law. Black said he spent a lot of time
secutor for Porter County, then talk- reading entire court record<;, reviewed about her work as a prosecutor. ing the records, and presenting the
Vaidek said one of the reasons she case on appeal.
Black said attorneys in his office go
decided to work for the prosecutor's
office was to get over her fear of from appellate court to either juvenile
speaking in public. She got put in the or traffic cour. Black went on to trafcrurtroom right away by starting out fic court, where he said he generally
in the juvenile division. The juvenile had five or ten minutes to prepare an
system, Vaidek said, is non- entire case. The caseload was very
adversarial. 'lbe court is not concern- heavy, but he gained experience in
ed so much with methodology and the courtroom very quickly.
procedure as it is in working towards

Blomquist joins law school faculty for 86-87
By Kathy Fox
Forum Edltor

Associate Professor Robert Blomquist joined the Valparaiso University School of Law faculty this fall .
Before coming to Valpo, Blomquist
spent nine years in private civil practice in ew Jersey. He was an
associate of the 18 member Cherry
Hill p1U ional corporation of Davis,
Reberkenny & Abramowitz and
pecialized 10 federal litigation, nvironm tal law and appellate p ac-

tice.
Blomqu ist
received
his
undergraduate degree in economics
from the University of Pennsylvania
in U173 and his J.D. degree from Cornell Law School in 1977.
Blomquist said he has always
wanted to teach, and teaching also
gives him the opportunity to pursue
th "big questions" he didn't have
time to pursue before. He added that
he loves teaching here at Valpo and
felt like he was "in his environment."
Blomquist is teaching Tor and a

seminar on Toxic and Environmental
Torts this fall. This spring he will be
teaching the same courses and also a
course in bankruptcy.
Blomquist said he uc;es the Socratic
method of teaching in the classroom.
He thinks it is the most effective
method of teaching available. He said
the Socratic method really makes the
first year students think about the
materials.
Blomquist added that the students
seem to be active and enthusiastic in
the classroom and tend to participate
a lot.

A good polygraph examiner can tell
if someone if trying to distort the
charts, Yodavia said. If the person
tries to control his breathing, for example, it will show up on the exam.
"It's your opinion after the test
whether the person is telliDg the
truth, but it's pretty effective if done
properly," Yodavia said.
The polygraph exam is a good investigative tool for police departments and in certain employment interviews. The exam can also be used
by attorneys in divorce and child
Cl.fitody cases, where~ are making outlandish allegations.
Every state has its own rules about
the admission of polygraph tests in
crurt. In Indiana, the courts allow only stipulated tests, which means
everyone involved in the lawsuit has
to agree before the test is given that
it will be allowed in court as evidence.
Yodavia said she has never given
stip.tlated tests, but she has been called to give her opinion in court as to
the results of tests she has given.
Yodavia goes to at least one
polygraph seminar a year to keep up
on developments on polygraphs. To
find out whether a particular operator

is a good examiner, Yodavia suggested that tbe person find out where
the polygraph operator went to
school, whether the school was accredited by the American Polygraph
Association, whether the operator
completed polygraph school, and
whether the operator got his license
or certificate.
'lbe polygraph ~tor' bas a great
amount of responsibility, Yodavia
said, because he can ruin someone's
reputation with the results of the
test.
The operator nearly always tells
the persoo tbe questioos be is going to
be aksed before the person is hooked
up to the polygraph machine. That
way, the person will not be surprised
by the question. Otherwise, the
operator would not be able to tell if
the person's reaction was from the
surprise of the question or from tell·
ing a lie.
The pre-test interview takes about
an hour, and the actual test takes
about 15 minutes, Yodavia said.
Prices start at $100 per test for two
hours.

Law Library temporarily
open to undergrads
The law library will be open for studying by tmdergraduate students on a
trial basis for the month of October.
At the end of the month librarian
Mary Persyn, Law School Dean Ivan
Bodensteiner and Associate Dean
Bruce Berner will decide whether this
open policy will be continued.
The library policy at the old law
school had been that anyone could
come in and use it. When the law
school moved to its new quarters the
library policy was changed. The
library was to be open to faculty,
students, and staff with the use by
undergraduates and outsiders limited
to legal research only. Since many
undergraduate students live near the
law school and the ten Burroughs
word processors in the library are
available for use by anyone at the
university, the university administration requested that the law library be
made available to undergraduates for
studying.
Mary Persyn and Associate Dean
BErner have received a petition which
seeks to prohibit undergraduate
students from studying in the law
library. Approximately 135 law
students have signed this petition.
Cindy Penn, a second year law student, stated that the primary reason
behind the petition was to register
the law students• concerns for the
lack rl available seating in the library.
Shortly after the open policy was instituted, four law students left the
library because they bad no place to
sit.
The American Bar Association re-

quires that the law library have the
capability to seat 65 percent of the
law students. There are 344 law
students. The law library has a
seating capacity of 338, which for
ABA statistics includes the seminar
and smokers' rooms.
To determine whether the open
library policy results in a seating
shortage, the library staff is taking a
count of law students and
undergraduate students in the law
library a 7:00and9:00p.m. each evening.
To date the most
undergraduates studying in the law
library at one time has been thirtyfive.
The library staff is also accepting
statements and complaints from the
law students concerning the use d. the
library by the undergraduates.
Other than the seating shortage
Jrd>lem, few cmcel'm have been raised. However, during the mooth (j October beer cans have been found in
the library and undergraduates have
been seen coming out of the small service elevator used for moving books.
The statements of the students,
complaints, the petition, and the
statistics accumulated by the library
staff will be taken into consideration
by the law school administration.
Mary Persyn said that the effect that
a permanent change in policy would
have on the library staff and whether
the change would be detrimental to
the law students will be weighed
against any benefits to the university.

The world is waitiDg. Be an exchange student
International Youth Exchange, a Presidential
Initiative for peace, sends teenagers like you to ·
_ .,. . . .~,,,.. with host families. Go to new schools.
•l''la.M~e new friends.
If you're between
15 and 19 and want to

-~1:""•.., bring our world
-

fon.rrofoho...-

send for
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Lembke Hall on the way out

Some thoughts on the destruction of a campus landmark
By Rollie Norris
Forum Sports Editor

Another gray, rain-soaked day.
The stucco on Lembke Hall seems to
fade into the background.
I Jodm old and tired. I don my hat
and coat and stroll through the mist to
check it 0 t.
The place has that faint musk of
abandonment. The office doors are
mostly locked and will remain so.
Faded messages and dated cartoons
are left behind to announcce the emptiness.
Up the stairs, stained carpet covers
the ruts worn by thousands of trips;
they creak and lean a little. Step into
the middle part of the building and

stare down onto the courtyard. The
windows are unwashed and missing
their counterbalances. The ghosts I
expect don't materialize. I guESS they
left too. The stunted trees on the
sooth side give the place a cold British
murder-mystery atmosphere.
Nobody shows up to question me
about the deceased.
Leml*e Hall isn't dead, teclmically.
But I had to step around a moving
van to get in the door. Workers are
moving out the legal clinic's library.
It's the last thing in the building.
When the last crate of Northeastern
Reporters goes out the door, Lembke
Hall starts waiting for that call from
the governor. But no reprieve is in
order.

Old age has taken its toll on Lembke. The outside of the building is
still fairy sound. Talking with Assistant Dean Cichowski I found that the
building was one of the first in Indiana to use reinforced concrete construction. But I promised not to
quote him so forget I said anything.
Anyway, the interior is also of tum of
the century vintage (lWl) and is pulling away from the exterior walls.
The structure isn't good for storing
anything heavy with its large unsupported central staircase. They even
moved the law school students
organization offices out. They're in
the new law school building now.
The legal clinic has moved to
Heritage Hall <that red brick building

right out the atrium doors). In the
move the clinic gained a first floor interview room. At Lembke everybody
had to make it to the third floor or
proceed pro se.
Since an empty building has a
potential for mischief and liability, the
cost-benefit scales have tipped in
favor of demolition. Expect to see a
hole in the ground when you return
from Thanksgiving or semester
break. Nothing is currently planned
for the site besides greenspace.
Lembke Hall, age 84, of inevitable
causes, survived by the rest of VU.
One building is born and another one
dies. The old law school building is
now being for office space, no longer
for classes. -- Editor's note.
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Indiana Supreme Court
peoples' lives here. If you can't put
yrur soul into the case, don't take it,"
Rice said.
Rice said the attorney must also
ask himself if he can financially afford
to take the case. "After all, some of
these people will be sent to prison and
won't be working or able to pay you
for your services."
Rice also added that if the person is
addicted to drugs or alcohol or is
psychologically impaired, the attorney might not want them released
immediately from jail because they
might do more harm while they were
out. Theattorneyhas to remember,
though, that the client is the
attorney's employer, and if the client
wants out of jail, the attorney must
respect that wish.
Once the client is out of jail, the attorney must begin }X'eP8ring for trial.
The police reports are easy to acquire, Rice said, but the reports do
not tell the attorney everything he
needs to know. The attorney might
have to take depositions or send out
interrogatories, which take up a vast
amount of time.
Rice added that the state is far better equiwed to handle criminal cases,

since it has more resources and more
personnel at its disposal. The defense
attorney, though, can work the case
to death, which, the state cannot do.
The criminal attorney should ask
himself if his client's version of the
facts is consistent with other facts
known to be true. He should ask
himself if the client's story is one he
can honestly represent to the judge
andjury. llitisn't, the attorney has
better get out of the case, Rice said.
The defense attorney must also
remember that under the rules of
evidence, if he puts the defendant on
the stand, the prosecutor can crossexamine the defendant. The attorney
should consider seriously whether he
wants the defendant crttiS-examined
or not, since crttiS-examination of the
deendant cruld serirusly damage his
case.
When the trial begins, the attorney
must be open, honest and up front
right away with the jury. He should
tell the jury he is going to be honest
and tell the entire truth and this build
up the jury's trust in the attorney.
Rice said the defen;e attorney's job
is to make the jury find something
redeeming, something worth saving

in the defendant. If the attorney looks
for it, he will always find some sympathetic facts that will work in favor
of the defendant.
Rice said the attorney must
remember it is not his job or responsibility to decide whether the client
did or did not commit the crime. The
attorney cannot ever really find out
what happened. Rice said it is a rare
case where the attorney actually
wants to prove innocence.
·
State discovery is almost wideopen, Rice said, but federal courts
still have the Jencks rule, which says
that the defense cannot get information from federal officers until after
the officer has testified in court. This
puts tremendous pressure on the
deense attorney, since he might have
an hour or less to look over the
officer's information after the officer
has testified and before the attorney
must cross-examine the officer in
court.
Again, Rice emphasized that the attorney must try to personalize the
defendant. He should call the defendant by his first name and talk about
his wife and children every chance he
gets when he is before the jury to
build up sympathy for the client.

Brietzke takes a new look at law
By Kathy Fox
Forum EdJt.or

Professor SlSln Brietzke is seeing
things from the law student's
perspective this year. Besides helping
to teach Legal Writing classes, she is
also a part-time student here at the
law school.
Brietzke said she has been
''marinating" in 1aw for twenty years,
and feels right at home taking classes
h re. She said that she met her husband, Professor Paul Brietzke, while
he was in law school, and she has
always enjoyed the legal environment.
"This is something I should have
done years ago," Brietzke said. "I've
always been frustrated because I had
to run to others for information about
the 1aw' rut now I'll be able to answer
many of those questions myself."
Brietzke is taking Legal Writing
this semester, which she also helps to
teach. She helps first-year students
improve their grammar and writing
ability so they can effectively write
legal documents such as briefs and
memorandums.
Brietzke added that she always
does different problems than the
other students, rut she does the same
type of work. If the other students do
a memorandum, Brietzke writes a

VU Professor Susan Brietzke is taking Ia w classes parttime this year, as well as teaching Legal Writing.

memorandum, too, rut on a different
problem.
Brietzke said she can more readily
foresee the problems the students in
the class have with the writing
assignments since she's doing the
same type of work. She feels· this
help; her improve her ability to teach
the class because she knows where
the problem areas are.
"I'm like a kid in a candy shop,"
Brietzke said. Now that she knows
bow to use the law library, she enjoys
doing research in areas that interest
her.
Brietzke added that she thinks her
age wmks to her advantage because it

means she is more experienced and
knows more about the different
aspects d the law. She also felt that it
is commonplace for older people to
decide to go back to school and get
their law degree.
Brietzke is uncertain about what
type of law she would like to go into,
but she stated that she has always
hadaninterestinenvironmentallaw.
Brietzke received her B.A. from
the University of Wisconsin at
Madison in 1969 and her M.A. from
the same university in uno. She came
to Valparaiso in 1978.

hears Hanas case
By Kathy Fox
Forum Editor

The Indiana Supreme Court heard oral arguments on a petition to
transfer in the case of Hanas v. Rasmussen on October 9.
Frank Galvin, Jr. and Eric Kirschner of the firm of Calvin,
Stalmack, Kirschner and Clark of Hammond were the attorneys for
the appellant, Walter Hanas. Hilbert Bradley of Gary was the attorney
for the appellees, Ronald Rasmussen and Linda Rasmussen.
The case was originally heard in the Porter Superior Court, with the
Honorable Bruce Douglas as judge of the Superior Court.
The case was originally a tort action brought under the Indiana Tort
Claim Act against the City of Hammond, th mayor of Hammond,
Walter Hanas and Ronald O'Pinker. Hanas is the captain of Hammond
Fire Station No. 5 and O'Pinker is the engineer of that station.
The plaintiff Rasmussen fell while trying to board a fire truck on an
emergency run. He was employed at the time of the accident as a
private in the Hammond Fire Department.
The trial court dismissed the City of Hammond and Thomas McDermott, the mayor of Hammond, as defendants.
The jury then rendered a verdict against Hanas and in favor of
Ronald Rasmussen for $150,000. The jury also returned a verdict in
favor of O'Pinker and against Rasmussen. The jury awared Linda
Rasmussen nothing. Judgement was entered on September 18, 1984.
Hanas appealed and the Court of Appeals issued its opinion on October 23, 1985. The petition for rehearing was denied by the Court of
Appeals on April 18, 1986.
Kirschner argued that even though no opinion was issued as to why
the City of Hammond and the mayor were dismissed as parties, he had
sought dismissal on the grounds that insufficient evidence existed to
show that these parties failed to provide a safe place to work.
Kirschner believed this was the reason the two parties were dismissed
from the lawsuit.
Kirschner further argued that this issue had been raised before the
Indiana Supreme Court on previous occasions, and that the Court had
held that dismissal of a government entity bars judgment based on the
same transaction against any employee of that government entity.
Therefore, since the city and mayor were dismissed as parties,
Rasmussen should not have been able to recover against Hanas as the
chief of the Hammond fire station.
Kirschner urged the court to apply this standard evenly to all cas~-~ - ................,.......J
including the present one. He then asked that the case be remanded
and Hanas dismissed as a party.
Also, Kirschner argued that the government entity has to pay any
judgment against its employee even though the government entity
was not named as a party. He was unable to point to a specific statute
requiring this during his argument, but argued that Hammond was going to end up saying the judgment if it were allowed to stand.
Bradley argued that an involuntary dismissal as to the city and the
mayor occurred. The pre-trial order stated that the case would proceed under the theories of negligence, contributory negligence and the
"Fellow Workman" concept. The order further stated it was binding
on both parties and under no circumstances would it be varied without
the consent of the court.
Yet, the court, without any written record at all as to its reasons,
dismissed the city and mayor as parties on the motion of the defendants. Bra~ey argued that this dismissal should not have occurred.
Bradley further argued that since the city and mayor were dismissed, and if Hanas were also dismissed, that Rasmussen would have no
available relief or remedy. He admitted that he could have brought the
suit against only the city or only against Hanas or against both, but he
argued that if both were dismissed his client would be inappropriately
denied relief.
AFter arguments, the Court answered a few questions from the audience. Chief Justice Givans stated that the justices spend most of
their time in their chambers writing the opinions of the Court. Each
jsutice ha~ to write at least two opinions a week, and also read the opinions that the other justices have written.
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Campus Organizations
SBA

A TLA

The SBA is hard at work with two
major projects. First, the Placement Committee devised a survey
to evaluate the Career Service's office. The survey's findings will
help the SBA, the administration,
and the career Service Office in a
concerted effort to increase the
contact between the students and
the Career Service Office. The
survey will be out Monday, Oct. 20
and the results will be examined
and will hopefully lead to some
directives.
Secondly,
Law
Week
committee's are fast at work with
Scott Faurote at the helm. This
year we will center the "Week's"
activities around the Bic~ntenial of
the Constitution. If you would like
to help out, please contact Scott.
The Student Lounge seems to be
causing problems due to inadequate ventilation to handle smoking. There are petition floating
around to limit smoking to the
atrium. If these petitions hav~ 20
percent of the student body
represent oo a referendum will be
held Qn the issue.

DTP
The Delta Theta Phi <DTP> law
fraternity held its first White castle's sale of tbe year and tbe sale
went well. DTP also bad an inlormation table let up iD tbe atrium
and several atudiDCs showed an iJI..
terest in
fratenlity.
DTP is
aettiD& up a
Iacbl))anlbiiJll'UDd aest
if polli·
ble. DTP alao tentatiftly planning to ..
QctaberJS.

u.e

ATLA announces its 8th Annual

Brasovan, Charles Gaver and Dan
Kelly. We now have 38 members.
Non-members are encouraged to
join ATLA. Applications can be
picked up from our bulletin board.
Local dues are $5 a year and National dues are as listed in our ap-

test is open to all ATLA student
members.
This year's fact pattern is a civil
problem in which a college
baseball player who was permanently injured when struck in plication.
the head by a baseball sues the
thrower for intentionally destroying his professional baseball
career.
We will be forming one team,
consisting of two students (who
must be ATLA members> and one ·
lay witness, to compete. The team
PAD is having a busy fall! On
must prepare a trial brief due
January 31. The regional competi- September 26th a "Wine and
tion will be held March 6-8 and the Cheese" aprt was held at
winners of the regionals will com- Williamsburg on the Lake. Approxpete at the Nationals in imately 20 people feasted on wine,
Washington, D.C. on April 3-5. cheese and fruit.
The fall T-shirt sale began
Each advocate on the winning
Wednesday,
Oct. 15. It will run
team will receive $1,000; second
place advocates will receive $500. Wednesday-Friday, Oct. 15-17 and
Plaques will be given to teams who Monday-Wednesday, Oct. 20-22
from 8:30-1 p.m. PAD members
reach the Nationals.
are
asked to please sign up to sit at
Any ATLA member interested in
competing in the above competi- the table and take orders.
The PAD District Convention
tion should notify Robin Smith
<Locker 298) as soon as possible will begin on Friday, Oct. 24 with
since we must notify the National the evening initiation of new
association of ATLA of our intent members. Initiation will be follwed
by a cocktail party. On Saturday
to compete by Dec. 1.
OUr next speaker will be in late morning, Oct. 25 the Convention
October or early November. will continue with opening
Please watch the bulletin boards remarks by Dean Bodensteiner,
for an tlDJlCJUilCelll We ten. followed by workshops, a keynote
tatively have slottect Judge speaker and a luncheon. PAD
Rkabrdl to speak on ''DiVOI"ee and members wbe are planning to atCbild Custody." Please plan to at- tend the luncheon need to sign up
by Wednesday, Oct. 22.
telld.
Upcoming mmbJ iDclude a 110011OUr . . day membership drive
time semiur at the Valpar:aiao
tdded tiYe uew meben to our Public
Libary Cll WWs aDd Trusla.
orpaizatioa Welcome abourd

PAD

Jlumly,

'11 (J{] ~

TOlD

@j

planned

WSLA

Mock Trial Competition. The con-

Tllll

Gude exhibit

~

On Tuesday, Oct. 21 the Women
Lawyers Association of Lake and
Porter Counties will hold a
meeting at the Red Lobster
restuarant near Southlake Mall.
All WSLA members are encouraged to attend to strengthen our ties
with local attorneys. A panel
discussion will be held on juvenile
court procedures for delinquency
and will also discuss detention and
redetention hearings. Please contact Ruth Vance for a dinner reservation.
WLSA's next speaker. will be in
late October or early November.
Please watch the bulletin boards
for an announcement. We have tentatively scheduled an attorney
with The Caring Place (a domestic
assault shelter) to speak on
>~Domestic Violence."
On September Zl, WLSA purchased artwork ·for the student
lounge with funds raised last year
and earmarked for such a purpose.
The picture is presently being
framed but will be donated to the
school shortly.
WSLA reminds its members that
it has outlines and scholarship in-

i.'alparaiso University School of
Law is pJeased to announce an exhibition of encaustic paintings by
Mr. Fred Gude. The exhibit will be
installed October 19, 1986 as the second in a series of very exciting
professional works which will be
on exhibit throughout the 1986-87
academic year.
This exhibit represents the
diverse and unusual technique of
encaustic painting. Mr. Gude uses
this ancient technique and applies
it to his personal modern images.
Fred Gude, Master Printer and
artist is co-director of Four
Brothers Press with Leslie Wolfe.
Mr. Gude holds an M.F.A. degree
in printmaking from Southern Illinois University. He began his professional career working as an
assistant printer, pursuing each
aspect of his career with equal intensity.
His work has been exhibited
widely and has most recently been
shown at the illinois State Museum
in Springfield, Ill. Mr. Gude is
represented by the Boyd Gallery in
Chicago. A reception for the exhibit will be on Oct. 20, 1986 at 4
p.m. The exhibit will be at the law
school through November. The
public is encouraged to attend.

formation available. Please con.
tact any officer if you are interested in obtainiDg outlines or
.aeholarsbip informatioll.

TYPING
Term papers,
resumes, letters,
miscellaneous.
Reasonable rates.
Call

Georle

465-7392
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2810 "orth Calumet
Valparaiso. ln. 46]8]
Phone: 464-8269
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STUDENT RATES
Sl GLE

Monthly

$25.00

Semester

$99.00

School Year

$140.00

COUPLE

Monthly

$35.00

Senie tar

$140.00

School Year

$190.00
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Yale professor lectures on Tort law at VU
By Kathy Fox
Forum Editor

"Modern tort law is in a ferment
right now," Professor George
Prist of the Yale University Law
School said.
Priest visited the Law School on
September 23 as part of the Monsanto Lectures, and he spoke on
,.Modern Tort Law and Its
Reform."
Priest said the current ferment
in tort law is being caused by the
alleged insurance crisis over the
past two years and the recent rise
in insurance costs.
•'Products are increasingly being withdrawn from the market
because of the manufactuerers'
fear of legal suit," Priest said, and
the high cost of manufacturers' insurance. Americans are being
directly affected by these changes.
The direction that tort law
reform should take has generated
an immense amount of controversy. The manufacturers and insurance companies have threatened insolvency because of an increase in products liability suits,
while others are strongly encouraging reform in this area.
Over 40 jurisdictions have enacted
tort reform of some sort in the past
few years.
Priest argued that the controversy is misdirected. The goals of tort
reform, he claims, should be to
reduce the accident rate and to

h

provide a sensible and coherent
system of compensation for injuries.
''Tort law today does a scandalously poor job of providing for
these goals," Priest said.
Reorganizan Priest said, will
eliminate insurance price problems, put products back on the
market, and help get ride of the
foreign market if done with his two
proposed goals in mind.
Since the mid-19608, the obligations of manufacturers has increased greatly. The modern
theory of tort law is that providers
of goods are almost always in a
better position to prevent accidents and provide insurance
against such accidents than the
victim is.
Priest said this approach ignores
the moral concerns of corrective
justice altogether. Priest
reiterated that his two goals are
the only goals tort law should pursue.
In order to control the accident
rate, the law should first look at
whether a specific cost-effective
action taken by either party can be
identified. If so, the cost should be
put on that party to prevent the accident; if not, the cost should be
placed on insurance and the insurance field.
In other words, Priest said,
"Was there a specific act not
takent ath could have prevented
the accident?"

•

The preSumption today is that tort law, Priest said. This harms
manufacturers can provide in- the poor and also reduces the
surance or spread the costs of ac- availability of ins\ll'ance to society.
From the best statistics Priest
cidents and products liability suits
over the cost of the products. was able to find, virtually
Priest said this theory is totally everyone in society purchases
wrong and can prove to he disability insurance, but 35 million
people do not have health indisastrous.
The poor end up paying more for surance. Most of the people who do
this manufacturers' insurance not have health insurance are
than they would have without this teenagers, illegal aliens, and some
people in the middle class who
type of tort law, Priest said.
"It is commonly believed that prefer not to buy health insurance.
Tort law should aim toward an
the more insurance is spread out,
the more effective it is," Priest accident prevention standard,
said. "I agree that we need to have which would cause vast restructurdiversification in insurance but it ing in our tort system, Priest
can be achieved with low numbers argued. No manufacturer can
of insured people. The lower the make production absolutely
numbers the more predictability perfect, not is it effective to do so.
the insurance companies can If the manufacturer has done all he
achieve and the lower the in- can to eliminate defects, then the
surance rates will be for low-risk cost of accidents should be put on
. the insurance he carries.
groups.''
"The more popel that insurance
There has been a vast increase in
is spread over, the more variable it
becomes. Segregating risks im- defects litigation, and awards have
proves predictability and makes been justified mostly in insurance
insurance more attractive. It cases. In causation cases, the
allows insurance companies to plaintiff should be required to show
make insurance cheaper for low- that the liability would lead to a
risk people instead of averaging reduction in accident rates before
causation is applied and the
costs for everyone."
The poor are almost always low- manufacturer is held liable, Priest
risk in terms of eventual payout said.
"It is crucially important to give
and recovery is always substantially less for the poor, which manufacturers incentives to
causes the poor to subsidize high- reduce accidents as much as possiincome people of the consumer ble, but we don't need to go further
population as a result of modern and impose liability where the

manufacturer cold have done absolutely nothing to prevent the accident, 11 Priest said.
Priest admitted that his suggested goals will need substantial
refinement if adopted. He pointed
out that current reform legislation,
though, reflects only the beginning
of a serious look at what needs to
be done in the products liability
area.
"My goals will require people to
recognize the need of first-party
and health insurance, 11 Priest said.
America has a highly competitive .
insurance market, which gives further grounds for restricting liability based on insurance.
Priest added that we still need to
obtain a cost-effective insurance
system, especially for the poor.
Priest also noted that the
modern debate over tort reform
has pitted manufacturers and insurance companies agains consumers, which is another reason
for tort law reform.
The Monsanto Lectures, an annual series, is paid for by a
generous gift from the Monsanto
Fund established by the Monsanto
Company. The gift allows
Valparaiso University to invite
scholars and professional to examine tort theory and its reform.

